Wednesday, February 12, 2003

Exodus 8:1 - 9:35


As Pharaoh's stubbornness continued so did the plagues. Frogs were sacred representations of an Egyptian goddess of fertility and it was illegal to kill them. The goddess associated with the frogs must have suffered some lessening in the minds of the Egyptians.


The gnats were the first plague that the magicians of Egypt could not mimic, and they said to Pharaoh, "This is the finger of God". God did not send plagues upon Egypt just to torment the people. Often we see the phrase "that they may know…" It is always God's desire that all nations come to know Him as the one true God and reject their false faiths. The plagues illustrated to the Egyptians that their beliefs were powerless in the face of God. When the land of Goshen was spared the plague, the Israelites could see that God's love for them was special and that His protection would not fail them.


Pharaoh, still not wanting to lose the fight entirely, proposed the first of his compromises to Moses. The first was refused since sacrificing animals that were sacred to the Egyptians in their midst could have led to disaster. Then Pharaoh offered to let the people go a little way from the country, probably so his army could make sure the Israelites returned, but even this offer was withdrawn as soon as the insect plague had subsided.


The plague upon the livestock would have been particularly devastating. Not only were cattle a means of livelihood, they were also considered sacred. An archaeologist in the 1800's discovered a series of sixty-four tomb rooms in which huge sarcophagi held what were called Apis bulls. These were sacred beasts appointed by the priests and kept in royal splendor all of their lives. Now these animals held in such awe were collapsing and dying.


The sixth and seventh plagues of boils and hail followed Pharaoh's defiance, but some in Egypt had begun to respond to the massive lesson being taught, because 9:20 says that those who "feared the word of the Lord" protected their livestock as He had instructed.

